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I OgY
The Newsl e t t e r i s pub1 i shed i n October, January, A p r i l , and J u l y .
Unsol i c i t e d manuscripts a r e accepted. Unused m a t e r i a1 w i l l be r e t u r n e d t o t h e a u t h o r o n l y i f r e t u r n postage i s i nc l uded. Authors a r e requested t o i n d i c a t e t h e i r preference f o r t h e category under which an i t e m i s t o be run. Museums undermine t h e i r mission, however, when t h e y e x h i b i t m a t e r i a l o b j e c t s from p r i v a t e c o l l e c t i o n s i n preference t o comparable o r even b e t t e r o b j e c t s a v a i l a b l e i n t h e p u b l i c domain, t h a t i s , i n museums. The "Sacred C i r c l e s " e x h i b i t o f f e r s an example o f t h i s s i t u a t i o n . Most o f t h e ethnographic and archaeological o b j e c t s i n t h e e x h i b i t i o n a r e from American o r European museums. But n o t a l l . Some a r e on l o a n from p r i v a t e i n d iv i d u a l s and n o t a l l o f them a r e o f t h e same quali t y as what c o u l d have been s e l e c t e d from p u b l i c museums. T h i s i s indeed u n f o r t u n a t e s i n c e an impression i s l e f t suggesting t h a t museums simply do n o t have o b j e c t s as " n i c e " as those i n p r i v a t e hands.
The consequences o f using p u b l i c funds t o s a n c t i f y p r i v a t e c o l l e c t i n g a r e serious. p r i v a t e ownership o f ethnographic and archaeologic a l m a t e r i a l s appear t o be endorsed by museums. By p u b l i c i z i n g these a c t i v i t i e s we a r e i g n o r i n g t h e r e s u ? t s o f c o m p e t i t i v e c o l l e c t i n g --d e s e c r a t e d archaeological s i t e s , r i v a l r y w i t h museums f o r purchases, r e f u s a l t o p e r m i t l e g i t i m a t e scholars t o study o b j e c t s , e t c . Second, by e x h i b i t i n g 
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these o b j e c t s and documenting them i n catalogs t h e i r r e s a l e value i s a r t i f ic i a l l y i n f l a t e d . By f l a u n t i n g p r i v a t e c o l l e c t i o n s a t t h e expense o f p u b l i c museum m a t e r i a l , our d u t i e s as museum workers t o e x t i n g u i s h t h e a n t
i q u i t i e s market and t o j u s t i f y our c u r a t o r i a l and c u s t o d i a l r o l e t o t h e general p u b l i c a r e diminished. This p o s i t i o n does n o t deny the existence of p r i v a t e c o l l e c t i n g . But i t does c a l l f o r a more j u d i c i o u s use o f p r i v a t e holdings f o r display. Cert a i n l y some m a t e r i a l o b j e c t s i n p r ivate hands a r e superior t o those i n museums and many educational ideas would be incomplete without t h e i r i n c l u s i o n . Other objects a r e n o t r e a d i l y a v a i l a b l e i n any museum and these should be e x h i b i t e d . Under these c o n d i t i o n s no a l t e r n a t i v e s a r e i n order.
Public funds should n o t be used t o enhance personal p r e s t i g e o r g a i n a t t h e expense o f t h e anthropological record o r museums o f anthropology. State and f e d e r a l agencies should r e q u i r e j u s t i f i c a t i o n f o r i n c l u d i n g p r i v a t e holdings when they a r e supp o r t i n g an e x h i b i t i o n . They should be w i l l i n g t o bear t h e e x t r a c o s t t h a t might beaccruedobtaining museum o b j e c t s i n order t o r e i n f o r c e t h e i mportance o f museums i n preserving Ameri c a ' s c u l t u r a l patrimony. 
Association for G raves t one Studies
The Association f o r Gravestone Studies. newly formed s o c i e t y f o r the study and preservation o f t h i t f a s tdisappearing c u l t u r a l a r t i f a c t --t h e e a r l y American gravestone--offers memberships a t $5 student, $10 a c t i v e membership, $25 s u s t a i n i n g membership. This brings a Newsletter w i t h question and answer service; an organizing conference J u l y 2 and 3 a t the Dublin School, Dublin, N.H. i n 1977; reduced r a t e s on pub1 i c a t i o n s ( t h e Proceedings o f t h e 1976 conference a r e now i n press); a s c h o l a r l y conference a t the Dublin School i n 1978. Send dues t o the A.G.S. c/o the U n i v e r s i t y Museum, Anthropology Dept. , SUNY, Stony Brook 11790 o r t o t h e Dublin School, Dublin, N.H. 03444. Any CMA member wishing a f r e e copy of t h e . l s t issue o f t h i s Newsletter, please w r i t e t o us.
Folk Classification Newsletter
The Folk C l a s s i f i c a t i o n Newsletter i s now a v a i l a b l e f o r a $5.00 annual subscription. Organized by Brent Berl i n , Terance Hays, and Eugene Hunn, i t seeks an interchange o f diverse perspectives on t h e processes and substance o f human conceptual organization as i t i s abstracted from o r imposed upon the world o f experience i n the e a r t h ' s c u l t u r e s . Folk c l a s s i f i c a t i o n i n t h i s sense includes c u l t u r a l objects, n a t u r a l phenomena, etc. Subscriptions should be sent t o Folk C l a s s i f i c a t i o n Newsletter, c/o D r . Eugene Hunn, R t . 1 , Box 1554, Toppenish, Washington 98948.
